
Virginia Code sections relevant to the Virginia School Safety Audit: 
 

§ 22.1-279.8. School safety audits and school crisis and emergency management plans required.  

A. For the purposes of this section, unless the context requires otherwise:  

"School crisis and emergency management plan" means the essential procedures, operations, and assignments 
required to prevent, manage, and respond to a critical event or emergency, including natural disasters involving 
fire, flood, tornadoes, or other severe weather; loss or disruption of power, water, communications or shelter; 
bus or other accidents; medical emergencies; student or staff member deaths; explosions; bomb threats; gun, 
knife or other weapons threats; spills or exposures to hazardous substances; the presence of unauthorized 
persons or trespassers; the loss, disappearance or kidnapping of a student; hostage situations; violence on 
school property or at school activities; incidents involving acts of terrorism; and other incidents posing a serious 
threat of harm to students, personnel, or facilities.  

"School safety audit" means a written assessment of the safety conditions in each public school to (i) identify 
and, if necessary, develop solutions for physical safety concerns, including building security issues and (ii) 
identify and evaluate any patterns of student safety concerns occurring on school property or at school-
sponsored events. Solutions and responses shall include recommendations for structural adjustments, changes 
in school safety procedures, and revisions to the school board's standards for student conduct.  

B. The Virginia Center for School Safety shall develop a list of items to be reviewed and evaluated in the school 
safety audits required by this section. Such items shall include those incidents reported to school authorities 
pursuant to § 22.1-279.3:1.  

The Virginia Center for School Safety shall prescribe a standardized report format for school safety audits, 
additional reporting criteria, and procedures for report submission, which may include instructions for electronic 
submission.  

Each local school board shall require all schools under its supervisory control to annually conduct school safety 
audits as defined in this section and consistent with such list.  

The results of such school safety audits shall be made public within 90 days of completion. The local school 
board shall retain authority to withhold or limit the release of any security plans and specific vulnerability 
assessment components as provided in subdivision 7 of § 2.2-3705.2. Each school shall maintain a copy of the 
school safety audit, which may exclude such security plans and vulnerability assessment components, within 
the office of the school principal and shall make a copy of such report available for review upon written request.  

Each school shall submit a copy of its school safety audit to the relevant school division superintendent. The 
division superintendent shall collate and submit all such school safety audits, in the prescribed format and 
manner of submission, to the Virginia Center for School Safety.  

C. The school board may establish a school safety audit committee to consist of representatives of parents, 
teachers, local law-enforcement agencies, judicial and public safety personnel, and the community at large. The 
school safety audit committee shall evaluate, in accordance with the directions of the local school board, the 
safety of each school and submit a plan for improving school safety at a public meeting of the local school 
board.  

D. Each school board shall ensure that every school that it supervises shall develop a written school crisis and 
emergency management plan, consistent with the definition provided in this section. The Department of 
Education and the Virginia Center for School Safety shall provide technical assistance to the school divisions of 
the Commonwealth in the development of the school crisis and emergency management plans.  

Upon consultation with local school boards, division superintendents, the Virginia Center for School Safety, and 
the Coordinator of Emergency Management, the Board of Education shall develop, and may revise as it deems 
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necessary, a model school crisis and emergency management plan for the purpose of assisting the public 
schools in Virginia in developing viable, effective crisis and emergency management plans. Such model shall 
set forth recommended effective procedures and means by which parents can contact the relevant school or 
school division regarding the location and safety of their school children and by which school officials may 
contact parents, with parental approval, during a critical event or emergency.  

(1997, c. 593; 1999, cc. 475, 516, § 22.1-278.1; 2001, cc. 436, 440, 688, 820, 841; 2002, cc. 166, 221, 229, 
235; 2003, c. 801; 2004, c. 690; 2005, c. 904.)  

 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) exception 

§ 2.2-3705.2. Exclusions to application of chapter; records relating to public safety.  

The following records are excluded from the provisions of this chapter but may be disclosed by the custodian in 
his discretion, except where such disclosure is prohibited by law:  

1. Confidential records, including victim identity, provided to or obtained by staff in a rape crisis center or a 
program for battered spouses.  

2. Those portions of engineering and construction drawings and plans submitted for the sole purpose of 
complying with the Building Code in obtaining a building permit that would identify specific trade secrets or other 
information, the disclosure of which would be harmful to the competitive position of the owner or lessee. 
However, such information shall be exempt only until the building is completed. Information relating to the safety 
or environmental soundness of any building shall not be exempt from disclosure.  

Those portions of engineering and construction drawings and plans that reveal critical structural components, 
security equipment and systems, ventilation systems, fire protection equipment, mandatory building emergency 
equipment or systems, elevators, electrical systems, telecommunications equipment and systems, and other 
utility equipment and systems submitted for the purpose of complying with the Uniform Statewide Building Code 
(§ 36-97 et seq.) or the Statewide Fire Prevention Code (§ 27-94 et seq.), the disclosure of which would 
jeopardize the safety or security of any public or private commercial office, multifamily residential or retail 
building or its occupants in the event of terrorism or other threat to public safety, to the extent that the owner or 
lessee of such property, equipment or system in writing (i) invokes the protections of this paragraph; (ii) 
identifies the drawings, plans, or other materials to be protected; and (iii) states the reasons why protection is 
necessary.  

Nothing in this subdivision shall prevent the disclosure of information relating to any building in connection with 
an inquiry into the performance of that building after it has been subjected to fire, explosion, natural disaster or 
other catastrophic event.  

3. Documentation or other information that describes the design, function, operation or access control features 
of any security system, whether manual or automated, which is used to control access to or use of any 
automated data processing or telecommunications system.  

4. Plans and information to prevent or respond to terrorist activity, the disclosure of which would jeopardize the 
safety of any person, including (i) critical infrastructure sector or structural components; (ii) vulnerability 
assessments, operational, procedural, transportation, and tactical planning or training manuals, and staff 
meeting minutes or other records; and (iii) engineering or architectural records, or records containing information 
derived from such records, to the extent such records reveal the location or operation of security equipment and 
systems, elevators, ventilation, fire protection, emergency, electrical, telecommunications or utility equipment 
and systems of any public building, structure or information storage facility, or telecommunications or utility 
equipment or systems. The same categories of records of any governmental or nongovernmental person or 
entity submitted to a public body for the purpose of antiterrorism response planning may be withheld from 
disclosure if such person or entity in writing (a) invokes the protections of this subdivision, (b) identifies with 
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specificity the records or portions thereof for which protection is sought, and (c) states with reasonable 
particularity why the protection of such records from public disclosure is necessary to meet the objective of 
antiterrorism planning or protection. Such statement shall be a public record and shall be disclosed upon 
request. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to prohibit the disclosure of records relating to the 
structural or environmental soundness of any building, nor shall it prevent the disclosure of information relating 
to any building in connection with an inquiry into the performance of that building after it has been subjected to 
fire, explosion, natural disaster or other catastrophic event.  

5. Information that would disclose the security aspects of a system safety program plan adopted pursuant to 49 
C.F.R. Part 659 by the Commonwealth's designated Rail Fixed Guideway Systems Safety Oversight agency; 
and information in the possession of such agency, the release of which would jeopardize the success of an 
ongoing investigation of a rail accident or other incident threatening railway safety.  

6. Engineering and architectural drawings, operational, procedural, tactical planning or training manuals, or staff 
meeting minutes or other records, the disclosure of which would reveal surveillance techniques, personnel 
deployments, alarm or security systems or technologies, or operational and transportation plans or protocols, to 
the extent such disclosure would jeopardize the security of any governmental facility, building or structure or the 
safety of persons using such facility, building or structure.  

7. Security plans and specific assessment components of school safety audits, as provided in § 22.1-279.8.  

Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to prohibit the disclosure of records relating to the effectiveness of 
security plans after (i) any school building or property has been subjected to fire, explosion, natural disaster or 
other catastrophic event, or (ii) any person on school property has suffered or been threatened with any 
personal injury.  

8. (Expires July 1, 2006) Records of the Virginia Commission on Military Bases created by the Governor 
pursuant to Executive Order No. 49 (2003), to the extent that such records contain information relating to 
vulnerabilities of military bases located in Virginia and strategies under consideration or developed by the 
Commission to limit the effect of or to prevent the realignment or closure of federal military bases located in 
Virginia.  

9. Records of the Commitment Review Committee concerning the mental health assessment of an individual 
subject to commitment as a sexually violent predator under Chapter 9 (§ 37.2-900 et seq.) of Title 37.2; except 
that in no case shall records identifying the victims of a sexually violent predator be disclosed.  

10. Subscriber data, which for the purposes of this subdivision, means the name, address, telephone number, 
and any other information identifying a subscriber of a telecommunications carrier, provided directly or indirectly 
by a telecommunications carrier to a public body that operates a 911 or E-911 emergency dispatch system or an 
emergency notification or reverse 911 system, if the data is in a form not made available by the 
telecommunications carrier to the public generally. Nothing in this subdivision shall prevent the release of 
subscriber data generated in connection with specific calls to a 911 emergency system, where the requester is 
seeking to obtain public records about the use of the system in response to a specific crime, emergency or other 
event as to which a citizen has initiated a 911 call.  

11. Subscriber data, which for the purposes of this subdivision, means the name, address, telephone number, 
and any other information identifying a subscriber of a telecommunications carrier, collected by a local 
governing body in accordance with the Enhanced Public Safety Telephone Services Act (§ 56-484.12 et seq.), 
and other identifying information of a personal, medical, or financial nature provided to a local governing body in 
connection with a 911 or E-911 emergency dispatch system or an emergency notification or reverse 911 
system, if such records are not otherwise publicly available. Nothing in this subdivision shall prevent the release 
of subscriber data generated in connection with specific calls to a 911 emergency system, where the requester 
is seeking to obtain public records about the use of the system in response to a specific crime, emergency or 
other event as to which a citizen has initiated a 911 call.  
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(1999, cc. 485, 518, 703, 726, 793, 849, 852, 867, 868, 881, § 2.1-342.01; 2000, cc. 66, 237, 382, 400, 430, 
583, 589, 592, 594, 618, 632, 657, 720, 932, 933, 947, 1006, 1064; 2001, cc. 288, 518, 844, § 2.2-3705; 2002, 
cc. 87, 155, 242, 393, 478, 481, 499, 522, 571, 572, 633, 655, 715, 798, 830; 2003, cc. 274, 307, 327, 332, 358, 
704, 801, 884, 891, 893, 897, 968; 2004, cc. 398, 482, 690, 770; 2005, c. 410.)  

 

Definition of Gang 

§ 18.2-46.1. Definitions.  

As used in this article unless the context requires otherwise or it is otherwise provided:  

"Act of violence" means those felony offenses described in subsection A of § 19.2-297.1.  

"Criminal street gang" means any ongoing organization, association, or group of three or more persons, whether 
formal or informal, (i) which has as one of its primary objectives or activities the commission of one or more 
criminal activities; (ii) which has an identifiable name or identifying sign or symbol; and (iii) whose members 
individually or collectively have engaged in the commission of, attempt to commit, conspiracy to commit, or 
solicitation of two or more predicate criminal acts, at least one of which is an act of violence, provided such acts 
were not part of a common act or transaction.  

"Predicate criminal act" means (i) an act of violence; (ii) any violation of § 18.2-42, 18.2-46.3, 18.2-51, 18.2-
51.1, 18.2-52, 18.2-53, 18.2-55, 18.2-56.1, 18.2-57, 18.2-57.2, 18.2-59, 18.2-121, 18.2-127, 18.2-128, 18.2-137, 
18.2-138, 18.2-146, 18.2-147, subsection H, H 1 or H 2 of § 18.2-248, § 18.2-248.01, 18.2-255, 18.2-255.2, 
18.2-286.1, 18.2-287.4, or 18.2-308.1; (iii) a second or subsequent felony violation of subsection C of § 18.2-
248 or of § 18.2-248.1; (iv) any violation of a local ordinance adopted pursuant to § 15.2-1812.2; or (v) any 
substantially similar offense under the laws of another state or territory of the United States, the District of 
Columbia, or the United States.  

(2000, c. 332; 2004, cc. 396, 435, 462, 867; 2005, cc. 764, 813.)  

 

§ 9.1-184. Virginia Center for School Safety created; duties.  

A. From such funds as may be appropriated, the Virginia Center for School Safety (the "Center") is hereby 
established within the Department. The Center shall:  

1. Provide training for Virginia public school personnel in school safety and the effective identification of students 
who may be at risk for violent behavior and in need of special services or assistance;  

2. Serve as a resource and referral center for Virginia school divisions by conducting research, sponsoring 
workshops, and providing information regarding current school safety concerns, such as conflict management 
and peer mediation, school facility design and technology, current state and federal statutory and regulatory 
school safety requirements, and legal and constitutional issues regarding school safety and individual rights;  

3. Maintain and disseminate information to local school divisions on effective school safety initiatives in Virginia 
and across the nation;  

4. Collect, analyze, and disseminate various Virginia school safety data, including school safety audit 
information submitted to it pursuant to § 22.1-279.8, collected by the Department;  

5. Encourage the development of partnerships between the public and private sectors to promote school safety 
in Virginia;  
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6. Provide technical assistance to Virginia school divisions in the development and implementation of initiatives 
promoting school safety;  

7. Develop a memorandum of understanding between the Commissioner of the Department of Criminal Justice 
Services and the Superintendent of Public Instruction to ensure collaboration and coordination of roles and 
responsibilities in areas of mutual concern, such as school safety audits and crime prevention; and  

8. Provide training for and certification of school security officers, as defined in § 9.1-101 and consistent with § 
9.1-110.  

B. All agencies of the Commonwealth shall cooperate with the Center and, upon request, assist the Center in 
the performance of its duties and responsibilities.  

(2000, c. 519, § 9-173.21; 2001, cc. 436, 440, 844; 2002, cc. 836, 868.)  

  
 
 


